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The Jerusalem School's field trip in Syria and Lebanon was mad 

year from October 13-30, The members of the safari were dethes coune 
he Hartman, Professor S. Herbert Bess, Dr. Vaughn E. Crawford, and 
Marvin Pope. Dr. Crawford came from a season of excavating at Hasan- 
lu in Iran and accompanied us on most of the trip as an interlude in 


his homeward journey. Omar Abdullah Jibril, general factotum of the 
School's service staff, was our driver, 


we left Jerusalem October 13 and stopped at Jerash which Bess and 
Crawford had not seen before. ‘/e ate our lunch in the very pleasant 
garden near the gatewey of Jerash and then proceeded on to Damascus. 
The following morning we reported to the Syrian Security Police and 
called on Dr. Selim Abd el Haqgq, Director General of Antiquities and 
Museums for Syria. Dr. Selim was most gracious and provided us with 
a pass to all museums and antiquities sites in Syria. The treasures 
of the National Museum of Damascus deserve more leisurely examination 
than we were able to give them, ‘Je felt like the American business 
man who covered the Louvre in an hour. It was a great thrill to see 
the statuettes from Mari, the ivories from the bed of the king of 
Ugarit, some of the Ugaritic texts, the frescoes of the Dura syna- 
gogue, the tombs and statues from Palmyra, and the vast Roman, Byzan- 
tine, and Arab displays. The archeological riches of Syria are amaz- 
ing and new materials are pouring in, but the store has scarcely be- 
gun to be tapped. The projected new wing for the magnificent museum 
will not be adequate to exhibit the ever increasing supply of arti- 
facts. On Thursday, October 15, we visited the Museum of Arab Folk- 
lore housed in the El Azem Palace. It is a most impressive display of 
Arab arts, crafts, and culture. 


On the promise that our military permits would be ready in a couple 
of days, we decided to use the interim for our tour of Lebanon. Dr. 
Maurice Chehab, Director of Antiquities of the Lebanese Republic, 
was about to leave Beirut for his weekend of excavation at Tyre and 
Professor Haretun Qalayan, of the American University of Beirut 
School of Engineering and engineer and architect of the Lebanese De- 
partment of Antiquities, took us in hand. ie were extremely fortu- 
nate to have such expert and thorough guidance. Prof. Qalayan began 
his archeological career as architect at Byblos and for some years 
has directed the preservation and restoration of antiquities of Leb- 
anon. His intimate knowledge of the topography and archeology of 
Lebanon increased the profit and pleasure of our tour immensely. On 
Friday morning, October 16, we crossed the river of Beirut, noting in 
passing the caves of Antilyas, and stopping briefly at the Nahr el 
Kelb. The old road is being cut away by Point Four engineers and the 
inscriptions of ancient conquerors are presently inaccessible, 
though, presumably, the new construction will facilitate access. We 
stopped briefly to view and photograph the Nahr Ibrahim, the storied 
river of Adonis. It was disappointing to see it in the Autumn as a 
small stream; it should be seen in the Spring when it flows red with 
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the blood of Adonis and the red anemones are bloomi 

nge Passing the 
+ lta gS wee rs dryness by Isis when an ill wind hindered her 
- a ody) we arrived shortly before noon at Byblos. 

- 7 « Qalayan had drawn the plans of the excavations and we were the 
elighted recipients of a most thorough three-hour tour, taking in 
every detail from the cannon balls embedded in the walls of the for- 
tress (1841) to the chalcolithic and neolithic remains. From Byblos 

we set out for Khirbet Afqa, but when it became obvious that we 
could not reach it before dark, we stopped at Mashnaga to examine the 
ruins of a sanctuary partially restored by the Dept. of Antiquities 
under Prof. Qalayan's supervision, The date of the building is un- 
sure, wut probably pre-Christién. Nearby on the rocks along the Ro- 
man road were two badly weathered reliefs, one representing Adonis(?) 
and the other the weeping Venus (?). From Mashnaga we traversed a 
Stony road overlooking the valley of the Nahr Ibrahim and thence to 
the coast road and back to Beirut. In the evening we were guests at 
Prof. Qalayan's home and saw some color slides of sites we were not 
able to visit. The linguistic accomplishment of the Qalayan family 
(Armenian, Turkish, Arabic, French, English) gave us something of an 
inferiority complex. Saturday, October 17, we left Beirut enroute to 
Tywe. At Khalde we stopped briefly while Prof. Qalayan gave instruc- 
tions to workers restoring a Roman-Byzantine church site. We passed 
the Nahr ed Damur (the name Damur has long been a puzzle to Semitists 
and bizarre etymologies have been suggested), Nebi Yunas (where 


Jonah was spewed ashore!), Saida, ancient Sidon (Prof. Qalayan said 
the deposit of ancient remains is in places 25 meters thick, and Leb- 
anese Dept. of Antiquities is buying land with a view to future exca- 
vation), Sarafand (Zarephath) and the traditional site of Elijah's 
sojourn with the widow, the prehistoric caves of *Adlun, the Nahr el 
Litani, and arrived at Tyre about 10:30 A.M. Maurice Chehab, in his 
ninth year of excavation at ancient Tyre, is in the process of remov- 
ing all the remains later than the Byzantine-Roman periods in order 
to study the city plan of Roman Tyre. The Roman remains of Tyre are 
very impressive, but it was hard to appreciate them fully in our anx- 
iety to know what is below them. We had lunch with Dr. Chehab in the 
very comfortable expedition house and took leave for Baalbek. After 
@ good night's sleep in the hotel at Baalbek, we drove up the Bigqa’' 
to Yammuneh and Neba' el Arba'tin, (Spring of the Forty Martyrs). The 
shrine at Yammuneh is very much like that at Mashnaqa. (I am anxious 
to see Yammuneh excavated because of my effort to connect it with the 
El myths of the Ugaritic texts.) From Yammuneh we proceeded to Her- 
mel and marvelled at the curious monument that overlooks the fertile 
valley. Prof. Qalayan worked here in 1931 as young apprentice under 
the late Francois Anus who restored the monument under the direction 
of H. Seyrig. The edifice has sculptured panels of animals and 
hunting scenes on four sides. [Jt is not a tomb and it is hard to 
imagine what was its purpose. We returned to Baalbek and Prof. Qal- 
ayan took us for a four hour tolir of the temple. The extensive 
restorations here are being carried out under his supervision and we 
marvelled equally at the engineering skill both in the construction 
and reconstruction. The reconstruction was suspended for the recent 
Arts Festival and had now been resumed. ‘We left Baalbek at sundown 
and stopped briefly to see the nearby stone quarry and the famous 
Hajarat el Hablah (Stone of the Pregnant Woman). Monday morning, 
@btober 19, we were shown the National Museum by M. Chehab. We were 
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further honored by having in our company the distinguished restorer 
and preserver of antiquities of the British Museum, J. Plenderleith. 
The riches of the excavations at Byblos are the chief feature of this 
great museum, but we were also thrilled to see the sarcophagi from 
Sidon, the fruit of the ASOR's first excavation by C. C. Torrey in 1901. 


Je returned to Damascus in the afternoon, to pick up our military per- 
mits and be on our way. Leaving Damascus at 5:15 Wednesday morning, 
we arrived in Aleppo about noontime. Dr. Feisal Seirafi, Director of 
Antiquities for North Syria, was most cordial. He and his staff mem- 
bers helped us work out the details of our itinerary and we spent the 
afternoon in the museum. The Aleppo Museum features the archeologi- 
cal treasures of North Syria, especially Tell Halaf and Ras Shamra,. 
The following day we visited the citadel and the mosques, Khans and 
Suq of the old city. In the formidable citadel we were shown a 
shrine of El Khudr and the place where Abraham milked his cow, whence 
the city's name Halab (milk). The stable where the patriarch kept his 
cow is visited by mothers deficient in lactation. Next day we depart- 
ed early for the Jezireh, A little way from Aleppo we noted the road 
signs Neirab and Setire, familiar names to students of Northwest Sen- 
itic epigraphy. Neirab is now the site of Aleppo airport. At Meskene 
we stopped to examine the extensive Arab and Byzantine ruins. The 
site is pock-marked with clandestine diggings. We passed by Qal'tat 
Jabr and Ei Hammam (ancient Sura), and drove around the outside city 
waits of laqqa where again we noted evidences of clandestine digging. 
At Doir sz Zee we had luccth in a pleasant restaurant beside the Great 
River, reoortsad to the police, looked around the town aud went to bed 
eetiyve The call to prayer awakened us about 4:30 and we were on the 
road at 5 A.M, We arrived at Abu Kemal about 8:45 and from the po- - 
lice post obtained a young man to accompany us to Tell Hariri. Blow- 
ing sand reduced visibility but we managed to locate the tell. We 
explored the ~smains of Mari for a couple of hours, retumed to Abu 
Keinal to deliver our "onide" (who was much intrigued by our interest 
in the place and followed us closely asking some very intelligent 
questions as to the why and how of this stranze business of digging 
up the past) and set out for Dura Europus. A hurried two hours was 
not adequate to view the extensive site, but a storm was brewing 
across the Euphrat:s and it seemed wise to start back for Deir ez Zor. 
A shower settled the dust, but as we approachsd Qeal‘at Rahbah the 
road became a quagmire and we feared for a while that we would be 
stcek,. ive reached the paved road at twilight, anc luckily so, for 
between Meyadin and Deir ez Zor we ran into heavy rain. October 25 
we were again on the road at 5 A.M. headed for Qamishly. The rain of 
the previous evening had settled the dust and the track was in fair 
shape. iJe navigated by following the telephone line, but in places 
we had to veer far away to avoid mud and water. We crossed the Ha- 
bur at Hassaka. After breakfast at Hassaka we drove to Tell Brak, 
the largest mound in the region of the Habur , excavated by E. . “i 
Mallowan in 1937-39, The mammoth tell is strewn with pottery page e 
mud brick walls laid bare two decades ago still stand in places ole 
height of 3 meters. Only a small part of the site has ‘eo on ae 
and it would certainly repay further digging. From i he ra yo 
out in search of Tell Chagar Bazar (also excavated by peptone ‘ 
unable to find the road and none of the locals interroga e ; 
pin tell us. ‘We went on to Qamishly and registered with the police 
and then drove to Amudah., There we picked up a local who showed us 
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the way but it was still necessary to stop often and check with pass- 
ers-by. After exploring the tell and the vestiges of the excava- 
tions, we managed to find our way back to the main road and returned 
to Qamishly where we spent the night. Next morning we were off at 
4:45 A.M. The way ran parallel to the railroad along the Syrian and 
Tuvkish border. In the stream that runs by Tell Halaf (a branch of 
the Habur) we found a large trailer truck overturned and a crew work- 
ing to salvage the load of wheat. We spent an hour exploring Tell 
Halaf. One of the local graybeards with whom we talked remembered 
the Baron von Oppenheim. As we proceeded on toward Tell Kweirah 
where Prof. Moortgat was excavating, we met a man with a car full of 
children and he reported that he had tried for three days to get past 
the flooded wadies ahead. ‘Ye decided to go on end see for ourselves. 
In sight of Nuss Tell, which is near Tell Kweirah, a flooded wadi 
barred the way. After testing the depth and scouting the vicinity 
for an alternate way, we turned back to Ras el ‘Ain to inquire whether 
we could put our vehicle on a railway car and thus stem the tide. 
There was a palaver in Turkish between the Syrians and Turks on eith- 
er side of the station and we were told that no trains were running, 
We were about to turn back and retrace our long way to Deir ez Zor, 
when we found a man who said he had just come from Tell Abyad and 
could show us the way, and, in fact, would be happy to accompany us 
since he had to appear in court there on the morrow. For two hours 
we cruised across plowed fields. At some points our guide was con- 
fused, but at last we sighted the tell. We were welcomed most 
cordially by Prof. and lirs. Moortgat and their staff. we apologized 
profusely for barging in on them at such an hour, but their sincere 
hospitality overwhelmed us and put us at ease and we enjoyed the sup- 
per and conversation immensely. In the morning we were shown around 
the dig by Prof. Moortgat. This is his second season at Kweireh, the 
largest tell in the region of the Balikh. The chief item of interest 
is a tremendous stone temple of unique construction. After breakfast 
Prof. Moortgat showed us the season's harvest of very interesting 
small-finds and we took our leave. The wadi that had balked us the 
day before was forded here without difficulty (if we had crossed it 
before we would have been on the wrong side). We crossed three more 
wadies (at the last one we pulled out a bogged Oldsmobile and dashed 
through in second gear). At Tell Abyad, after thorough consultation 
with the police we were convinced that it was impossible to proceed 
on to *tAin el ‘Arab. Heavy rains in the mountains of Turkey had 
flooded the wadies along the Syrian border and we were told that 
whole villages had been washed out. Our plan had been to visit 
Arslan Tash and Tell Ahmar and cross the Euphrates by ferry at ‘Ain 
el ‘Arab and on to Membij (Hieropolis) and Aleppo. Now there was no 
alternative but to go south to Raqqa. At the next village the excit- 
ed citizens told us to turn back because there were ten cars stuck a- 
head, but the police advised us to give it a try and report to the 
police at Raqaqa if we got through since they&d like to know if the 
road was passable. We picked up a citizen hitch-hiking with a large 
bag of cotton and, since his destination was Raqqa, he was confident 
we could make it. In a few minutes we reached the sea of mud and 
found half a dozen vehicles stuck. After making sure that there was 
no way around the mess, we waded in and helped with the pushing. 
There was much shouting, roaring motors, flying mud, and in an hour 
all were through except one truck hopelessly bogged. We gave the 
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hapless driver some bread and cheese and went on our way without 
further incident. At 6:30 we checked in the hotel at Aleppo, occa- 
Sioning the elevation of some eyebrows by our bedraggled and mud- 
M4 2 tt condition. October 28 we left Aleppo and arrived in La- 
takia before noon. The afternoon was spent at Ras Shamra. We were 
taken around the earlier excavations by the guard and M. Schaeffer 
himself showed us the current diggings. A new complex of buildings 
is being unearthed and more texts are being found. As we watched, 
two sizable fragments were uncovered and we were permitted to examine 
them, although it was impossible to tell whether they were in Akkad- 
ian or Ugaritic because they were wet and coated with dirt. Fortu- 
nately, the clay tablets of Ras Shamra were baked and a mere washing 
suffices to clean them fairly well. M. Schaeffer assured us that he 
had not pulled the trick of some excavators who keep a cache of 
"finds" to be uncovered for the benefit of tourists. when the day's 
digging was finished, M. Schaeffer invited us to the expedition 
house at Minet el Beida.e. On the way he stopped several times to 
give candy to the children who thronged around his jeep. ‘We met the 
charming Mrs. Schaeffer and had tea with the staff. ‘Je were shown 
the recently recovered tablets, some Ugaritic and some Akkadian, in- 
cluding a lexical text. ‘Je returned to Latakia greatly pleased with 
the day's experience. The next day we left Latakia and arrived ca. 
7 AM. in Jeblah at the expedition house of the Danish excavations at 
Tell Sukas, under the direction of Prof. P. J. Riis of Copenhagen. 
Our vehicle could not make the muddy 6 km to Tell Sukas and we were 
taken in the expedition's rugged Russian jeep. Prof. Riis showed us 
around the dig, now in its second season. On the top of the tell are 
Crusader ruins and the main sounding had been taken down to the Early 
Bronze level. The location of the site, with a fair harbor in sight 
of Latakia, suggests that it was anciently an important city, and its 
excavation should produce important results. Back at the expedition 
house we were served Carlsberg Beer - famous both for its quality and 
its archeological associations. The Danish Expedition was well-sup- 
plied with this commodity. For the abstemious members there was 
lolly water. From Jebleh we went along the coast road past Baniyas, 
Qal'at Marqab, Tartus, and Arwad, stopping to take photographs. Our 
last long stop was 9altat el Hosn, or Krak des Chevaliers, the best 
preserved of all Crusader fortresses. ‘Je spent the night in Damascus 
end next morning Dr. Crawford took plane for Geneva and we set out 
for Jerusalem. Regretfully, we had decided to leave the visit to 
Palmyra for another occasion and we did not stop at Suweida, Der'ta 
and Bosra in order to reach Jerusalem before dark. we arrived travel- 
worn and happy to be back at the School, but well-pleased with the 
experiences of our journey. 





We found the School getting along very well without us. Dr. ihipple 
had returned from his trip in Lebanon, Turkey, and Iran. He was not 
able to visit Urfa, but in Iran he gathered valuable data on Gonda 
Shapur end its medical school and hospital and brought back some in- 
teresting ceramic materials. Gonda Shapur is certainly a site that 
ought to be excavated. In our absence there had been visits from 
James Swauger of the Carnegie Museum, and Jim Knudstad and Don Hansen 
of the Oriental Institute. Professor John Marks and Mrs. Marks and 
their three children were nicely settled in the annual professor's 
apartment. They had driven from Basel to Piraeus (through Jugoslavia) 
end from Beirut to Jerusalem. Prof. Marks is on leave from Princeton 
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University and it is a pleasure to have him and his family with us. 
He and Prof. Herbert Bess are now on a visit to Petra where Peter 
Farr of the British School of Archeology is winding up this season's 
dig. The Scrollery is back in business after some weeks of inactiv- 
ity. Pere De Vaux has returned from his excavation at Tell Far'ah, 
the Abbé Milik and John Strugnell from vacations in Europe, and Wild 
Oxtoby is getting new data to process. Prof. David Kim of Boston 
University School of Theology was at the School for several days and 
made some tours. The Sheh of Iran's visit last week kept the child- 
ren out of school for five days. ‘Je snapped pictures of the Shah 
and King Hussein as they rode past the School gate. The King's 
birthday celebration today was quiet, due to his absence in Lausanne, 
but there was bunting, brass bands, and radio programs. 


Christmas is fast approaching, and it will probably have come and 
gone before this letter can be circulated, so; prematurely and be- 
latedly, we at the Jerusalem School wish you all a Merry Christmas. 


Marvin H. Pope, Director 
Jerusalem School 





